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49 CFR Ch. II (10–1–13 Edition) § 220.2 

§ 220.2 [Reserved] 

§ 220.3 Application. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraph 

(b) of this section, this part applies to 
railroads that operate trains or other 
rolling equipment on standard gage 
track which is part of the general rail-
road system of transportation. 

(b) This part does not apply to: 
(1) A railroad that operates only on 

track inside an installation which is 
not part of the general railroad system 
of transportation; or 

(2) Rapid transit operations in an 
urban area that are not connected with 
the general railroad system of trans-
portation. 

§ 220.5 Definitions. 
As used in this part, the term: 
Adjacent tracks means two or more 

tracks with track centers spaced less 
than 25 feet apart. 

Associate Administrator for Railroad 
Safety/Chief Safety Officer means either 
the Associate Administrator for Rail-
road Safety/Chief Safety Officer, Fed-
eral Railroad Administration, 1200 New 
Jersey Ave., SE., Washington, DC 20590 
or that person’s delegate. 

Authorized business purpose means a 
purpose directly related to the tasks 
that a crewmember is expected to per-
form during the current tour of duty as 
specified by the railroad in writing. 

Control center means the locations on 
a railroad from which the railroad 
issues instructions governing railroad 
operations. 

Division headquarters means the loca-
tion designated by the railroad where a 
high-level operating manager (e.g., a 
superintendent, division manager, or 
equivalent), who has jurisdiction over a 
portion of the railroad, has an office. 

Earpiece means a small speaker that 
is inserted in, or held next to, the ear 
for use in transmitting sounds related 
to an electronic device. 

Electronic device means an electronic 
or electrical device used to conduct 
oral, written, or visual communication; 
place or receive a telephone call; send 
or read an electronic mail message or 
text message; look at pictures; read a 
book or other written material; play a 
game; navigate the Internet; navigate 
the physical world; play, view, or listen 

to a video; play, view, or listen to a tel-
evision broadcast; play or listen to a 
radio broadcast other than a radio 
broadcast by a railroad; play or listen 
to music; execute a computational 
function; or, perform any other func-
tion that is not necessary for the 
health or safety of the person and that 
entails the risk of distracting the em-
ployee or another railroad operating 
employee from a safety-related task. 
This term does not include— 

(1) Electronic control systems and in-
formation displays within the loco-
motive cab (whether the displays or 
systems be fixed or portable) or on a 
remote control transmitter necessary 
to operate a train or conduct switching 
operations; or 

(2) A digital watch whose only pur-
pose is as a timepiece. 

Employee means an individual who is 
engaged or compensated by a railroad 
or by a contractor to a railroad, who is 
authorized by a railroad to use its 
wireless communications in connection 
with railroad operations. 

Fouling a track means the placement 
of an individual in such proximity to a 
track that the individual could be 
struck by a moving train or other on- 
track equipment, or in any case is 
within four feet of the nearest rail. 

FRA means the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration. 

Immediate access to a radio means a 
radio on the employee’s person, or suf-
ficiently close to the employee to allow 
the employee to make and receive 
radio transmissions. 

In deadhead status means awaiting or 
in deadhead transport from one point 
to another as a result of a railroad- 
issued verbal or written directive. 

Joint operations means rail operations 
conducted by more than one railroad 
on the track of a railroad subject to 
the requirements of § 220.9(a), except as 
necessary for the purpose of inter-
change. 

Locomotive means a piece of on-track 
equipment other than hi-rail, special-
ized maintenance, or other similar 
equipment— 

(1) With one or more propelling mo-
tors designed for moving other equip-
ment; 
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